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Minutes of Meeting of Longford County Council

held via Microsoft Teams on

Wednesday, 10th March 2021 at 3.00 p.m.
____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Paul Ross, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler, 




Mick Cahill, Mark Casey, Colin Dalton, Gerard Farrell,

Gerard Hagan, Martin Monaghan,  
Garry Murtagh, Turlough McGovern, Peggy Nolan, 
Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Uruemu Adejinmi, Colm Murray and Gerry Warnock. 
IN ATTENDANCE:             
Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive. 

Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance/Director of Services.





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Ms. Nora O’Farrell, Senior Executive Officer.




Ms. Ann Marie Mc Keon, Administrative Officer.
APOLOGIES:

Councillor Mark Casey
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Anne Lee 
PRESENTATION BY SHARON LAVIN, WATERWAYS IRELAND ON THE ROYAL CANAL GREENWAY
The Cathaoirleach opened the meeting and acknowledged the €14m funding to be invested in the Camlin Quarter Regeneration Project in Longford Town and stated that this was brilliant news for the people of Longford. The Cathaoirleach welcomed Sharon Lavin from Waterways Ireland.
Ms. Lavin presented a very detailed report on the Royal Canal Greenway which included the following 
· €12m Greenway now market ready.
· Launch 24th March.
· 5 stakeholders collaborating. 
· 130km route from Maynooth to Cloondara, where the Royal joins the Shannon, and 
 into Longford Town along Longford Branch.

· In 2020 – 67,165 journeys at Cloondara.
· 35,385 between June – August.
· Need to develop vibrant and attractive experiences and services for the visitor.
· Continue to work with Fáilte Ireland and the Tourism Offices. 
Sharon complemented Longford County Council and said the Council was a willing partner in the development of the amenity.  She explained that the spur to Longford town was very important and would assist in the development of the Longford as a destination town.  She responded to the queries raised by the members including the following:-
· Could the Harbour at the back of the Market Square be opened as this is a very important part of the history of the canal.
· Services to be provided along the route.
· Signage to Towns/Villages.
· Will the launch be advertised on social media and made available to the public to view?
Paddy Mahon thanked Sharon for attending the meeting and giving such a professional and comprehensive presentation and for taking all the questions and answering them so well.  Longford County Council have worked with Sharon and her team for the last number of years to provide a tourism infrastructure for the whole of the Midlands and Longford has the longest section of the Canal with 35km from Cloondara to Abbeyshrule. Its fantastic to say that the launch is on the 24th March.  This is a huge moment in the development of Longford Tourism and Paddy acknowledged Barbara Heslin, Michael Nevin, Dympna Reilly, Donal Mac an Bheatha and the Regeneration Team who were all involved in the development at the different stages of the greenway over the past number of years.  Funding was received from the Department of Transport, Department of Rural and Community Development and our own Resources.  There is an opportunity for us all as soon as restrictions are lifted to get out and explore and enjoy this wonderful piece of Infrastructure.
The Members thanked Sharon for her comprehensive presentation.  They welcomed the launch and considered the economic and social benefits which will accrue to Longford town and county.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor Peggy Nolan seconded by Councillor Pat O’Toole, the Minutes of Special Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 29th January 2021, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor Pat O’Toole seconded by Councillor Mick Cahill, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 10th February 2021, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

Vaccine Centre

Councillor Paraic Brady informed the meeting that the HSE had selected the GAA Centre in Newtownforbes as a vaccine centre and paid tribute to the Chief Executive and Management Team for assisting the HSE with site visits throughout the County.  
Councillor Peggy Nolan highlighted her frustration that Longford had to fight for a vaccine centre and asked that her disappointment into the handling of the vaccine roll out be recorded in the minutes.  Councillor Nolan complemented the GP’s nationally and locally for the fantastic work they were doing. Councillor Seamus Butler issued his concerns about the vaccination programme.  The members unanimously supported this good news and the concerns raised.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.

None.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE REPORT.

The Chief Executive Report, as circulated, was noted.  
The Members complemented the Chief Executive Report.  
MINUTES OF CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MEETING HELD ON THE 
19th JANUARY 2021 - circulated

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meetings held on the 19th January 2021, as circulated, were noted. 

STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE AND CLIMATE CHANGE.

Planning Applications.

The lists of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council were noted.

Columbarium Wall

John Brannigan will give a further update to members when costings are completed and available for the Columbarium Wall.
Disposal of Property at Pearse Drive, Demesne, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Peggy Nolan seconded by Councillor Seamus Butler, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of property at Pearse Drive, Demesne, Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 19th February 2021, as circulated.

Disposal of Property at 23 Camlin Mews, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of property at 23 Camlin Mews, Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 23rd February 2021, as circulated.
Disposal of Property at New Road, Newtowncashel, Co. Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Mick Cahill seconded by Councillor Paul Ross, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of property at New Road, Newtowncashel, Co. Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 23rd February 2021, as circulated
Disposal of Property at 17 Pearse Drive, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Peggy Nolan seconded by Councillor Seamus Butler, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of property at 17 Pearse Drive, Longford in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 24th February 2021, as circulated
Notices of Motions.

Land Development Agency Bill 2021. 

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Gerry Warnock and seconded by Councillor Seamus Butler -
“I am calling on Longford County Council to make a formal submission to the Minister for Housing, Local Government & Heritage outlining our complete opposition to the proposed provisions of the Land Development Agency Bill 2021. 

The proposed removal of the Section 183 reserved function of Elected Members in relation to the disposal of local authority held land to the LDA as provided for in Part 7 Section 56 of the bill is unacceptable and an affront to Local Democracy. As advocates for the empowerment of local government, we can never support or accept any diminution in the reserved functions and powers of Elected Councillors. 
I also have concerns regarding the potential long-term implications for local authorities in delivering social and affordable housing on local authority held land due to the extensive remit of the LDA. I believe that this is a major battle in our ongoing fight to preserve the local democratic function in the face of ever-increasing centralism.”

It was noted at the meeting that the AILG has written to the Department outlining their concerns.
Longford Threshold Band from Band 3 to Band 2

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Gerry Warnock on behalf of Councillor Mark Casey who was unavoidably absent and seconded by Councillor Gerard Farrell   -
That Longford County Council writes to Mr. Darragh O’Brien, T.D., Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage to increase the Longford Threshold Band from Band 3 to Band 2.  This will move the threshold for a single working parent from €25,625 to €30,750 as there is no possibility for a single parent earning €30k of getting a mortgage for their own home.” 

Longford County Council will write to Mr. Darragh O’Brien, T.D., Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage to seek an increase in the Longford Threshold Band from Band 3 to Band 2 to move the threshold for a single working parent from €25,625 to €30,750.

“Green Kilometre Scheme”

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Pat O’Toole and seconded by Councillor Mick Cahill -

 “I call on Longford County Council to consider introducing the “Green Kilometre Scheme” which allows individuals or groups to choose a kilometre or longer stretch of rural road or loop in their area for basic upkeep.
The individuals or group, with the support of the Council, commit to maintain the chosen stretch of road over the course of a year. This will involve hedge maintenance, sowing flowers or shrubs, litter picking, and care of any heritage features etc.

Perhaps the scheme could be piloted in the three Municipal Districts.”

Longford County Council Environmental Awareness Officer is currently preparing to launch a new clean-up campaign for the public to coincide with National Spring Clean 2021. The campaign is similar to those running in Kildare, Laois, Meath Westmeath and Offaly.

The campaign is called “Longford’s Green Keep It Clean” and it will target individuals and families encouraging them to clean up the roads within a five km distance from their homes. Litter pickers gloves and bags will be supplied, and the litter will then be collected by the litter wardens in that area. Indeed, a large number of individuals and groups have already signed up to the campaign and have begun to clean up their local roads. The campaign will be promoted through the Tidy Towns network and PPN. Each family or group will be encouraged to continue the litter picking throughout the summer and autumn months. 

Local Tidy Towns and community groups have already signed up to the programme and have committed to plant pollinator friendly flowers and shrubs when they are allowed to do so as restrictions are eased in the coming weeks and months. They have also agreed to help manage the collection of litter in their local areas and distribute native Irish trees to individual families for National Tree Week.  

In relation to hedge management, Longford County Council does not encourage the public to cut hedges especially during bird nesting season as this would be counterproductive to encouraging biodiversity in our hedgerows and is also illegal under the Wildlife Act 1976 (2000). Instead we will be asking the public to report any overgrown or dangerous hedges to Longford County Council, and these can be managed under road safety.

Council Tenants
The following Joint Notice of Motion was put forward by Councillor Uruemu Adejinmi, Councillor Seamus Butler, Councillor Martin Monaghan, Councillor Pat O’Toole, Councillor Mick Cahill, Councillor PJ Reilly, and was proposed by Councillor Seamus Butler and seconded by Councillor Uruemu Adejinmi  -

 “We are calling on Longford County Council to inform all Council tenants to adhere to the Government’s Covid guidelines and ensure that they comply with the announced restriction levels. It is important that we do all we can to minimise the risk of contracting Covid in our Community and stay safe as the fight to contain the virus continues.”
Longford County Council will review its website and social media communication to remind tenants of the requirements to adhere to the Government’s public health guidelines.
Planning Approvals

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Garry Murtagh and seconded by Councillor Colm Murray -
 “That Longford County Council writes to the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage requesting that consideration be given to a stipulation that objectors/lobbyists to planning approvals who reside outside the district of the subject application be required to submit a deposit of €2,000.  This deposit not to be refunded in the event of the objection being overruled.”
Longford County Council will write to the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage to amend planning legislation that objectors/lobbyists to planning approvals who reside outside the district of the subject application be required to submit a deposit of €2,000.  This deposit not to be refunded in the event of the objection being overruled.

Fuel Ban

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Colm Murray and seconded by Councillor Paraic Brady -
 “I propose that Longford County Council write to Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications Eamon Ryan to register our dissent to turf and unseasoned wood being included on the national ban on smoky coal at this time.
Whilst acknowledging that climate action is urgent, and supporting the ban on the sale of smoky coal as there are viable, affordable alternatives available, we cannot agree to the mooted restrictions on turf and timber as the requisite alternatives and supports are not available or viable for large areas of the country, particularly the midlands.”
Longford County Council will write to the Minister for Environment, Climate and Communications Mr Eamon Ryan TD to register the Members dissent to turf and unseasoned wood being included on the national ban on smoky coal at this time
COMMUNITY, CORPORATE AND ENTERPRISE.
Longford County Council’s Customer Services Charter.
Noted.
Barbara informed the meeting that the Council’s draft Customer Services Charter was developed by an internal working group and is currently at consultation stage.  She encouraged the Elected Members to engage in this important process.  This important document will set the standards of service our citizens should expect from the Council.

The Members complemented the draft document.
Addendum to Supplementary Standing Orders – Appendix 2.
Attendance of members of the public at Online Meetings of the Council as circulated was approved.
Elected Members Assistance Programme.

As circulated was noted and welcomed.

Approval to the appointment of Fiona Fenelon to replace Niamh Donlon on the Longford Joint Policing Committee.
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler and Seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan Fiona Fenelon was appointed to the Joint Policing Committee.
Approval to the appointment of Pat Claffey to replace Sharon Devlin on the Climate Action & Planning Strategic Policy Committee.

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler and Seconded by Councillor Colm Murray, Pat Claffey was appointed to the Climate Action & Planning Strategic Policy Committee.
Political Donations - Local Elections (Disclosure of Donation and Expenditure) Act 1999, as amended - Third Parties.  (Guidelines and form enclosed)  
Noted.
Notice of Motions.

Unique Geographical Setting


The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Garry Murtagh and seconded by Councillor Seamus Butler -
 “That Longford County Council writes to Cavan and Leitrim County Councils with regards to a joint venture in marking the point off a unique geographical setting that is where the three Provinces meet - Ulster, Leinster and Connacht -
· Leinster/Longford - Fyhora

· Ulster/Cavan - Tycuster

· Connacht/Leitrim - Gulladoo

This is a unique opportunity to create a real tourism gem for hill walkers and adventurers alike from not just three counties but from across three Provinces having access to a joint (medium/hard) tourism trail that would encompass the natural beauty of the three Provinces.”
Councillor Gary Murtagh requested that it be recorded that he fully supports the new group.
The Council’s tourism team have been in contact with a representative from the Three Province Heritage Community group regarding this proposed project.  A meeting has also taken place with the Tourism Officers from the three counties regarding future joint tourism initiatives, including this project.  The Regeneration Team will also work with the group to progress the proposal and explore possible funding opportunities to support the project.

Our Heritage Officer is also hoping to apply for additional funding for investigating Lough Naback for Arctic Char, an endangered native species.  This will be in collaboration with the newly formed group.

FINANCE & REGENERATION.
Capital Budgets 2020 – 2022  
John Mc Keon gave a detailed report on the capital budget and responded to queries raised by the members and on the Proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler and Seconded by Councillor Gerry Warnock the Capital Budget 2020 – 2022 was adopted.
The Members welcomed and approved the Capital Budget and said it was ambitious and reflected unprecedented investment in the county.

Correspondence 
Development of St. Joseph’s Care Centre, Longford
The members unanimously supported the letter.
Votes of Sympathy
To be forwarded to the Meetings Administrator
Retirement of Anne Lee
As Cathaoirleach of Longford County Council, Paul Ross welcomed Anne Lee’s family to the meeting.  Councillor Ross outlined how closely Anne worked with the Councillors and the Cathaoirleach’s over the years and how much of a support Anne was to them and she will be sadly missed.  Anne’s skills and extreme professionalism and her attention to detail were second to none.  The three group leaders passed on their congratulations and best wishes to Anne on behalf of their respective parties. Each of the members will send their good wishes to Anne by email before she finishes up at the end of the month.  
Anne paid tribute to all her council colleagues, including the elected members and executive members.  Anne thanked everyone for the support and guidance that they provided and stated it was a pleasure to work with everyone.  Anne finished by wishing everyone success as they continue to promote the County that adopted her in the 80’s and to which she was proud to be a citizen of. Go raibh míle, míle maith agaibh go léir.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

                Anne Lee
Signed: _______________

              Anne Lee, 

              Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of Longford County Council held on the

14th April 2021.

     Paul Ross
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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